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Compliance with The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 2015 

 
 
This paper details the Councils compliance with the regulations contained within The 
Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 in the 
preparation of its draft Plan Strategy.  
 
For ease of reference each regulation followed by details of our compliance are set 
out below.  
  

Preparation of the timetable 
5. The council must, in the preparation of the timetable, consult the planning appeals 
commission and such of the consultation bodies as the council considers appropriate. 
 

 
Regulation 5: Were the PAC or any other such consultation bodies consulted in 

preparation of the Timetable or revised Timetable? 

 The PAC were consulted in relation to the original timetable on 8th February 

2016 and agreed in a response on 25th February 2016 (appendix 1).  

 Other key consultees were consulted on 8th, 9th and 19th February 2016 in 

respect of the original timetable (sample letter appendix 2). 

 

 In relation to the 2018 revised timetable, the PAC were consulted on a draft 

revised timetable on 15th May 2018. The revised draft timetable did not 

materialize, therefore consultation on a further draft revised timetable was 

issued to the PAC on 27th September 2018 and agreed in a response on 4th 

October 2018 (appendix 3).  

 Other consultees were consulted on 27th September 2018 (sample letter 

appendix 4). 

 

 In relation to the 2020 revised timetable, the PAC were consulted on a draft 

revised timetable on 10th July 2020 and agreed in a response on 16th July 2020 

(appendix 5).   

 Other consultees were consulted on 10th July 2020 (sample letter appendix 6).  

 

 The timetable will be kept under review, and it is likely to be revised further as 

the Draft Plan Strategy (DPS) moves towards adoption, in order to take into 

account any date set for public examination.  
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Content of the timetable 
6.—(1) This paragraph applies where the council proposes to prepare a local development 
plan. 
(2) The timetable must include indicative dates for— 
(a) each stage of the preparation of the local development plan including indicative dates 
for— 
(i) publication of the preferred options paper, 
(ii) publication of the plan strategy and publication of the local policies plan, and 
(iii) adoption of the plan strategy and adoption of the local policies plan; and 
(b) the carrying out of the appraisal under sections 8(6)(a) and 9(7)(a) and the preparation 
of the report on the findings of the appraisal under sections 8(6)(b) and 9(7)(b). 

Regulation 6 - Does the timetable comply with this Regulation? 

 Yes, the Local Development Plan (LDP) Timetable, and subsequent revisions, 

sets out the key stages and indicative timescales in the process to produce the 

MUDC Local Development Plan. The LDP Timetable includes indicative dates 

for:  

o publication of the preferred options paper (POP);  

o publication of the plan strategy (PS) and the local policies plan (LPP); 

o adoption of the PS and adoption of the LPP;  

o the carrying out the sustainability appraisal (SA) and preparation of the 

report on the findings.  

 Hard copies of all timetables have been included in appendix 7 

 The revised timetable can be found on our Council website: 

  

Agreement of the timetable 
7.—(1) The timetable must be— 
(a) approved by resolution of the council prior to submission to the Department for its 
agreement, and 
(b) submitted to the Department. 
(2) The Department must respond within four weeks of receipt of the timetable, unless it 
has, before the expiry of that period, notified the council that it requires more time to 
consider the timetable. 
(3) If, before the end of the period specified in paragraph (2), the Department has failed to 
respond to the receipt by it of the timetable, it will be deemed to be agreed at the end of 
that period. 
(4) Subject to paragraph (3) until such time as the Department agrees the timetable the 
council must not, in the preparation of a local development plan, take any steps under 
regulation 10 to advertise its preferred options paper. 
(5) Paragraphs (1) to (4) apply to the revision of a timetable as they apply to its preparation. 

 

Regulation 7: Has the timetable, and revised timetables been approved by 

resolution of Council prior to submission to the Department for its agreement?  

 Yes. The original timetable was agreed by Council on 24th March 2016 

(appendix 8).  
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 The Department were subsequently consulted on 25th March 2016 and 

responded by email on 20th April 2016 with suggestions for minor amendments 

to the timetable. These were considered and further consultation on the 

timetable with minor amendments was issued to DOE on 27th April 2016 who 

confirmed their agreement on 6th May 2016 (appendix 9).  

 

 The 2018 revised timetable was agreed by Council on 25th October 2018 

(appendix 10).  

 The Department (DfI) were subsequently consulted on 29th October 2018, and 

responded to agree the revised timetable on 21st November 2018 (appendix 

11).  

 

 The 2020 revised timetable was agreed by Council on 01st September 2020 

(appendix 12).  

 The Department were subsequently consulted on 11th September 2020, 

however the revised timetable issued to the Department on 11th September 

2020 was not the correct version, and the correct version was issued on 05th 

November 2020. The Department responded to agree the revised timetable on 

23rd November 2020 (appendix 13).  

 

 The Department responded within four weeks of receipt of the timetable. 

 The POP was advertised under Regulation 10 on 7th November 2016, after 

agreement from the Department.  

 

Availability of the timetable 
8.—(1) Where a timetable is agreed or deemed to be agreed under regulation 7, the council 
must— 
(a) make a copy of the agreed timetable available for inspection during normal office hours 
at— 
(i) its principal offices, and 
(ii) such other places within its district as it considers appropriate; 
(b) give notice by local advertisement of the following— 
(i) that the timetable is available for inspection, 
(ii) the place and times at which it can be inspected; and 
(c) publish the timetable on its website. 

 

Regulation 8: Has the Council made the agreed timetable available for 

inspection at its principal office and other places within the district considered 

appropriate? 

 Yes. The agreed (revised) timetable is available for inspection Monday – Friday 

9am – 5pm at: 

o Magherafelt Office, 50 Ballyronan Rd, Magherafelt, Co. Derry, BT45 6EN  

o Cookstown Office, Burn Road, Cookstown, BT80 8DT 

o Dungannon Office, Circular Road, Dungannon, BT71 6DT 
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 Other locations within the district were considered, however given the locations 

of the 3 principal offices, in Magherafelt, Cookstown and Dungannon, which 

span across the district, we consider these provide adequate coverage and are 

accessible to both residents of Mid Ulster and any other persons. 

 

Has the Council given notice by local advertisement that the timetable is 

available for inspection and the place and times at which it can be inspected? 

Has the Council published the timetable on its website? 

 The original timetable was made available for inspection on 24th May 2016 

during normal opening hours, Monday – Friday, 9am – 5pm at its three principal 

offices in Magherafelt, Cookstown and Dungannon.  

 Notice was given by local advertisement in a range of publications on the weeks 

commencing 23rd & 30th May 2016 (appendix 14).  

 The original timetable was published on the Council website on 10th May 2016 

(appendix 15) and a website address linked to the timetable is provided within 

the press notice.  

 

 The 2018 revised timetable was made available for inspection on 3rd December  

2018, during normal opening hours, Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm at its three 

principal offices in Magherafelt, Cookstown and Dungannon.  

 Notice was given by local advertisement in a range of publications on the weeks 

commencing 3rd & 10th December 2018 (appendix 16).  

 The revised timetable was published on the Council’s website on 30th 

November 2018 (appendix 17) and a website address linked to the timetable is 

provided within the press notice. 

 

 The 2020 revised timetable was made available on 14th December 2020, 

during normal opening hours, Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm at its three principal 

offices in Magherafelt, Cookstown and Dungannon.  

 Notice was given by local advertisement on the weeks commencing 14th and 

21st December 2020 (appendix 18).  

 The revised timetable was published on the Council’s website on 14th 

December 2020 (appendix 19) and a website address linked to the timetable is 

provided within the press notice. 

 
Has any revision to the timetable been in accordance with the requirements of 
Regulations 7 & 8?  
 

 Yes. Details have been provided above under Regulation 7 and 8.  
 
 

Preparation of the preferred options paper 
9.—(1) Before a council complies with regulation 11, it must, for the purpose of 
generating alternative strategies and options, engage the consultation bodies. 
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(2) In preparing the preferred options paper the council must take into account any 
representation received from the consultation bodies. 

 
Regulation 9: Has the council engaged the consultation bodies for the purpose 
of generating alternative strategies and options before publication of the POP? 

 Yes. The Council engaged extensively with consultation bodies prior to the 
publication of the POP. Consultation bodies were consulted on 10/11th May 
2016, and this included all of those listed as ‘consultation bodies’ under 
Regulation 2 of these LDP Regulations. Alternative strategies were considered 
including options which were published in the POP.  

 A sample letter sent to consultation bodies seeking information/identification of 
issues pre-POP can be found at appendix 20.  

 
Has the Council taken into account any representation received from the 
consultation bodies? 

 Yes. The Council has taken account of all representations received from 
consultation bodies arising from engagement prior to the publication of the 
POP. Representations were recorded and detailed as they were received. 
Reponses were received from a range of consultees including utility providers, 
government departments and neighbouring councils. 
 

 

Availability of the preferred options paper 
10. Before a council prepares a development plan document it must— 
(a) make the following documents available for inspection during normal office hours at 
the places referred to in paragraph (b)— 
(i) a copy of the preferred options paper, 
(ii) such supporting documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant to that paper, 
(iii) a document containing a statement indicating the period specified by the council 
under regulation 11(2) as the period within which representations on the preferred options 
paper may be made, 
(iv) notice of the address to which representations are to be sent. 
 
(b) the places referred to in paragraph (a) are— 
(i) the council’s principal offices, and 
(ii) such other places within the council district as the council considers appropriate; 
 
(c) send to the consultation bodies the information set out at paragraph (a); 
 
(d) give notice by local advertisement of the following— 
(i) the title of the local development plan, 
(ii) a statement of the fact that the preferred options paper is available for inspection and 
the places and times at which it can be inspected, 
(iii) a brief description of the content and purpose of the preferred options paper, and 
(iv) details of how further information on the preferred options paper may be obtained; 
And 
 
(e) publish on its website— 
(i) the preferred options paper, 
(ii) such supporting documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant to the 
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preferred options paper, and 
(iii) the document mentioned in paragraph (a)(iii) and notice mentioned in paragraph 
(a)(iv). 

 
Regulation 10 (a) & (b) - Has the Council complied? 

 Yes. The POP and supporting documents were made available for inspection 
on 7th November 2016, for a 12 week consultation period, during normal office 
hours in the Councils principal offices in Dungannon, Cookstown and 
Magherafelt.   

 The POP contained a statement indicating the period within which 
representations could be made and included notice of the address to which 
representations should be sent as well as details of the 12 week consultation 
period (appendix 21). 

 
 
Regulation 10 (c) - Has the Council sent the information in paragraph (a) 
Regulation 10 to the consultation bodies? 

 The consultation bodies (as defined at Regulation 2 of the LDP Regulations) 
were consulted on 22nd November 2016 (see appendix 22).  

 A further set of consultation bodies were consulted on 12th September 2018 
following legal advice on an error in the earlier consultation process (appendix 
23). Consultation included notification of the availability of the POP and 
supporting documents for inspection with notice of period in which and the 
address to which representations should be sent.  

 
 
Regulation 10 (d) - Has the Council complied? 
 

 In accordance with Regulation 10 (d) notice was given by local press of;  
the title of the local development plan,  

o a statement of the fact that the preferred options paper is available for 
inspection and the places and times, at which it can be inspected,  

o a brief description of the content and purpose of the preferred options 
paper, and  

o details of how further information on the preferred options paper may be 
obtained.  

 Advertisements were placed in a range of publications on the weeks 
commencing, 24th & 31st October 2016 and, 7th &14th November 2016 
(appendix 24).  

 
 
Regulation 10 (e) - Has the Council complied?  
 

 The POP was published online on 7th November 2016 in accordance with 
Regulation 10 (e) on our Council website.  

 Along with publishing the POP online, supporting documents were also 
published as these formed part of the extensive preparatory work and data 
gathering the Council undertook in preparation for the publishing of the POP.  
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 The Regulation 10 Public Consultation Document Notice, containing a 
statement indicating the period within which representations could be made 
was also published online. It included notice of the address to which 
representations should be sent (Regulation 10 (a) (iii) and (iv)).  

 All relevant POP documents can be found on our Council website. 
 
 

Public consultation on the preferred options paper 
11.—(1) Any person may make representations about a council’s preferred options 
paper. 
(2) Any such representations must be— 
(a) made within a period which the council specifies, and 
(b) sent to the address specified pursuant to regulation 10(a)(iv). 
(3) The period referred to in paragraph (2)(a) must be a period of not less than 8 
weeks or more than 12 weeks starting on the day on which the council complies with 
regulation 10(a). 
(4) A council must take account of any representations made in accordance with 
paragraph (2) before it prepares a development plan document. 

 
Regulation 11: Was the public consultation period for the POP between 8 and 
12 weeks? Has the Council taken account of any representations made in 
accordance with paragraph (2) Regulation 11, before it prepares a development 
plan document? 
 

 Yes, the public consultation on the POP ran for 12 weeks commencing on the 
7th November 2016 (the date the POP was made available for inspection) and 
ending at 5.00pm on the 27th January 2017.  

 The Council fully considered representations that were made during this 12-
week period for public consultation in accordance with Regulation 11 (2).  

 The representations made are presented within the Preferred Options Paper 
Public Consultation Report Update that was published in January 2019. The 
purpose of this report is to provide a summary of responses received in relation 
to the Local Development Plan.  

 A copy of the POP Public Consultation Report can be found on our Council 
website. 
 

 

Form and content of a development plan document 
12.—(1) A development plan document must contain— 
(a) a title which must give the name of the council district for which the development 
plan document is prepared and indicate whether it is a plan strategy or a local 
policies plan, 
and 
(b) a sub-title which must indicate the date of the adoption of the development plan 
document. 
(2) A development plan document must contain a reasoned justification of the 
policies contained in it. 
(3) Those parts of a development plan document which comprise the policies of the 
development plan document and those parts which comprise the reasoned 
justification required by paragraph (2) must be readily distinguishable. 
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Regulation 12 (1): Does the Council comply?  

 Yes, the title is, ‘Local Development Plan 2030- Draft Plan Strategy’. The plan 
has not been adopted yet and therefore, no adoption date has been added as 
a sub-title. Once the plan has been adopted, a sub-title containing the date of 
adoption will be added.  

 
Regulation 12 (2) - Does the Development Plan document contain a reasoned 
justification of the policies contained within it? 

 Yes, each policy has justification and amplification text below the policy box 
providing the reasoning behind each policy.  

 
Regulation 12 (3) - Are those parts of the development plan, which comprise the 
policies, and those parts, which comprise the reasoned justification readily 
distinguishable? 

 Yes, each policy is contained in a coloured box that has a clear title, giving the 
policy reference and the title of the policy. Contained below this and clearly 
separated by the way of a title, is the justification and amplification text. Each 
policy and supporting text is contained within the relevant separate chapters 
and each paragraph is given a number for ease of reference.  
 

 

Proposals map 
13.—(1) A development plan document must contain a map or maps, (to be known 
as “the proposals map”), describing the policies and proposals set out in the 
development plan document so far as practicable to illustrate such policies or 
proposals spatially. 
(2) The proposals map is to be sufficiently detailed so as to enable the location of 
proposals for the development and use of land to be identified. 
(3) In the case of any contradiction between the written statement and any other 
document forming part of a local development plan, the written statement shall 
prevail. 

 
Regulation 13: Does the development plan document contain a map or maps 
describing the policies and proposals set out in the development plan document 
so far as practicable to illustrate such policies or proposals spatially? 

 Yes. There are a number of maps contained within the Draft Plan Strategy 
document which includes District Proposal Maps which accompany the 
document. The purpose of these maps is to illustrate the policies and proposals 
appropriately. They are sufficiently detailed to enable the identification of land.  
 

 

Additional matters to be taken into account 
14.—(1) The other matters that the council must take into account in preparing a 
local development plan are— 
(a) the objectives of preventing major accidents and limiting the consequence of 
such accidents, 
(b) the need— 
(i) in the long term to maintain appropriate distances between establishments 
covered by the Directive and residential areas, buildings and areas of public use, 
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major transport routes as far as possible, recreational areas and areas of particular 
natural sensitivity or interest, and 
(ii) in the case of existing establishments, for additional technical measures in 
accordance with Article 5 of the Directive so as not to increase the risks to people. 
(2) In this regulation— 
(a) the Directive means Council Directive 96/82/EC on the control of major-accident 
hazards involving dangerous substances, and 
(b) expressions used in paragraph (1) and in the Directive have the same meaning 
in that paragraph as in the Directive. 

 
Regulation 14 – Has the Council complied? 
 

 The Directive referred to above states that a 'major accident` shall mean an 
occurrence such as a major emission, fire, or explosion resulting from 
uncontrolled developments in the course of the operation of any establishment 
covered by this Directive, and leading to serious danger to human health and/or 
the environment, immediate or delayed, inside or outside the establishment, 
and involving one or more dangerous substances. 
 

 An 'establishment` shall mean the whole area under the control of an operator 
where dangerous substances are present in one or more installations, including 
common or related infrastructures or activities. 
 

 The objectives of preventing major accidents and limiting the consequence of 
such accidents will be aided by a number of policies proposed within our DPS. 
These include the General Principles Planning Policy – GP1 which is applicable 
to all development and requires that development is compatible with 
surrounding land uses and the amenity of neighbouring residents. It also 
requires that the existing road network can safely handle any extra traffic 
generated by development proposal. Further road safety and traffic 
considerations are outlined in the various other policies and specifically the 
transportation policies. 
 

 In addition policies, CT2 and AFR1 make provision to site away from farm 
and/or forestry building where there are demonstrable health and safety 
reasons.  
 

 A number of minerals policies adopt a precautionary approach, and note that 
particular attention will be given to the potential impact on human health and 
public safety. This includes Policy MIN 2 – Extraction and Processing of Hard 
Rock and Aggregates and Policy MIN 6 – Mines, Shafts and Adits which only 
facilitates development where it has been demonstrated that there are no health 
and safety risks due to land instability. Policy MIN 3 – Valuable Minerals and 
hydrocarbons notes that proposals will only accord with the Plan where there 
are no are no significant environmental impacts or significant risks to human 
health.  
 

 In relation to flood risk, our strategy is to avoid development within the flood 
inundation area of a controlled reservoir unless it has been demonstrated that 
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appropriate controls and safeguards are in place. In our amplification to Policy 
FLD4 – Development in Proximity to Reservoirs, any flood risk assessment 
should consider the address the controlled and uncontrolled release of flood 
water from the reservoir and include an emergency evacuation plan that can 
demonstrate the safe access and egress for emergency services and people 
during times of flooding including the systemic failure of the reservoir retaining 
structure where appropriate. 
 

 Our Urban Design and Housing in Settlements aim to create safe environments 
and deter crime.  
 

 Policy RNW 1 – Renewable Energy in relation to wind energy development, 
includes a requirement that proposal do not result in an unacceptable impact 
on roads rail or aviation safety; and significant harm to the safety or amenity of 
any sensitive receptors. In relation to energy from waste – incineration, key 
considerations include the impacts on human health and public safety. 
 

 This list is not exhaustive. In addition, COMAH sites continue to exist and these 
will also be considered at Local Policies Plan. Distances between 
establishments covered by the Directive and residential areas, buildings and 
areas of public use, major transport routes so far as possible, recreational areas 
and areas of particular natural sensitivity or interest will also be a consideration 
for Local Policies Plan, as will, in the case of existing establishments – the need 
for any additional technical measures in accordance with article 5 of the 
Directive so as not to increase the risk to people.  
 

 In addition, the Council continue to consult the relevant authorities regarding 
development proposals that may impact on these sites who advise on 
appropriate distances between non-compatible uses and/or measures to be 
taken.  

 
 

Availability of a development plan document 
15. Before submitting a development plan document to the Department under 
section 10 the council must— 
(a) make the following documents available for inspection during normal office hours 
at the places referred to in paragraph (b)— 
(i) a copy of the development plan document, 
(ii) a copy of the sustainability appraisal report under section 8(6)(b) or 9(7)(b), as 
the case may be, 
(iii) such supporting documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant to the 
preparation of the local development plan, 
(iv) a document containing a statement indicating the period within which 
representations on the development plan document may be made, and 
(v) notice of the address to which representations can be sent; 
(b) the places referred to in paragraph (a) are— 
(i) the council’s principal offices, and 
(ii) such other places within the council district as the council considers appropriate; 
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(c) send to the consultation bodies a copy of the documents set out in paragraph 
(a); 
(d) give notice in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisement of the following— 
(i) the title of the development plan document, and 
(ii) a statement of the fact that the development plan document is available for 
inspection 
and the places and times at which it can be inspected; and 
(e) publish on its website— 
(i) the development plan document, 
(ii) such of the supporting documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant, 
and 
(iii) the notice mentioned in paragraph (a)(iv). 

 
Regulation 15 (a) & (b) – Has the Council complied? 

 The Draft Plan Strategy (including proposals maps), SA/SEA Report, Equality 
Impact Screening Report, Rural Needs Impact Assessment and Habitats 
Regulations Assessment and the Regulation 15 Notice were made available for 
inspection from 22nd February 2019 until 4pm on 19th April 2019 at the 3 
principal Council offices Magherafelt, Cookstown and Dungannon during 
normal opening times.  

 The Regulation 15 Notice, indicated the period within which representations on 
the DPS could be made and the address to which they could be sent (appendix 
25).  

 

 Following a procedural error, a re-consultation period was launched for the 
Draft Plan Strategy. All documentation was made available for inspection at the 
3 principal Council offices Magherafelt, Cookstown and Dungannon during 
normal opening times from 25th March 2020 for a period of 8 weeks until 5pm 
on 21st May 2020.  

 The emergence of Covid-19 meant that this re-consultation period was 
extended until 5pm on 24th September 2020. Due to Covid-19, an appointment 
could be made to view the documentation by contacting the Planning 
Department directly  

 See appendix 26 for the original Re-consultation Notice, the interim notification 
of extension, and the final notification of extension with closing date.  

 
 
15 (c) - Has the Council sent a copy of the documents set out in paragraph (a) 
Regulation 15 to the consultation bodies? 

 Yes, the Council sent a copy of the DPS to consultation bodies on 22nd February 
2019, providing details of the consultation period, and the availability of all 
supporting documents including the SA/SEA report (appendix 27). 

 Following a procedural error, a re-consultation period was launched for the 
Draft Plan Strategy. Consultation bodies were provided with details of the re-
consultation period, and the availability of all supporting documents including 
the SA/SEA report on 12th March 2020 (appendix 28).  

 The emergence of Covid-19 meant that this re-consultation period was 
extended until the 24th September 2020, and consultation bodies were provided 
with these details also on 15th July 2020 (appendix 29).  
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15 (d) - Has notice been given in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertising of: 

 The title of the development plan document 

 A statement of the fact that the development document is available for 
inspection and the places and times at which it can be inspected? 

 

 Yes, notice was given in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisement on the 
weeks commencing 17th and 24th February 2019 (appendix 30). The notice 
included the title of the development plan document - Mid Ulster District Council 
Local Development Plan 2030 - Draft Plan Strategy and a statement detailing 
that the DPS, and supporting documents detailed above in 15(a) were available 
for inspection, and the places and times at which they could be inspected.  

 

 Due to the procedural error and the subsequent re-consultation period, notice 
was given in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisements on the weeks 
commencing 9th and 16th March 2020 (appendix 31). The notice included all the 
details outlined in 15(a). 
 

 Due to the emergence of Covid-19, this re-consultation period was extended 
until the 24th September 2020, and adverts were placed in a range of 
advertisements detailing the new closing date on weeks commencing 13th and 
20th July 2020, and 31st July 2020 (appendix 32).  

 
 
15 (e) Has the Council published on its website 

 The development plan document 

 Such supporting documents as in the opinion of the Council are relevant, 
and, 

 The notice mentioned in paragraph (a)(iv) of Regulation 15? 
 

 Yes, the DPS, the aforementioned supporting information, including details of 
when representations may be made and where they could be sent to, were all 
placed on the Council website at the same time as the local newspaper 
advertisement. 

 
 

Public consultation on a development plan document 
16.—(1) Any person may make representations about a development plan 
document. 
(2) Any such representations must be— 
(a) made within a period of 8 weeks starting on the day the council complies with 
regulation 
15(d), and 
(b) sent to the address specified pursuant to regulation 15(a)(v). 

 
Regulation 16 – Has the Council complied?  

 The DPS was advertised in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisement on 
the weeks commencing 17th and 24th February 2019. See appendix 30.  
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 The public notice indicated that the DPS and supporting documents would be 
available for consideration from 22nd February 2019, for a period of 8 weeks, 
until 19th April 2019.  
 

 Due to the procedural error a re-consultation period was launched for the DPS, 
and notice was given in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisements on the 
weeks commencing 9th and 16th March 2020. See appendix 31.  

 The public notice indicated that the DPS and supporting documents would be 
available for consideration from 25th March 2020, for a period of 8 weeks, until 
21st May 2020.  
 

 Following the emergence of Covid-19, the re-consultation period was extended 
until 24th September 2020. Adverts were placed in a range of advertisements 
detailing the new closing date on weeks commencing 13th and 20th July 2020, 
and 31st July 2020. See appendix 32. 

 
 

Availability of representations on a development plan document 
17.—(1) As soon as reasonably practicable after the expiry of the period referred to 
in regulation 16(2)(a) the council must— 
(a) make the following documents available for inspection at the places referred to 
in paragraph (b)— 
(i) a copy of the representations, 
(ii) a document containing a statement indicating the time within which counter 
representations may be made, and 
(iii) notice of the address to which counter representations can be sent; 
(b) the places referred to in paragraph (a) are— 
(i) the council’s principal offices, 
(ii) such other places within the district of the council as the council considers 
appropriate; 
(c) publish the representations on its website; 
(d) give notice in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisement of the fact that 
representations are available for inspection and the places and times at which they 
can be inspected; 
(e) notify the consultation bodies of the fact that representations are available for 
inspection and the places and times at which they can be inspected; and 
(f) notify any person who has made (and not withdrawn) a representation in 
accordance with regulation 16(2) of those matters. 
(2) A council need not comply with paragraph (1) if the representation is made after 
the period specified in regulation 16. 
 

 
 
Regulation 17 –1 (a) & (b) Has the Council made the following available for 
inspection after the 8 week consultation period at its principals offices or other 
places within the district deemed appropriate:  

 A copy of the representations 

 A document containing a statement indicating the time within which 
counter representations may be made, and, 

 Notice of the address to which counter representations can be sent? 
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 Yes, the Council made available a hard copy of representations for inspection 

from 14th June 2019 at its three principal Council offices in Magherafelt, 

Cookstown and Dungannon. 

 A document – Regulation 17 notice detailing the period within which counter 

representations could be made and an address to which they could be sent was 

also made available for inspection at the same time (appendix 33).  

 

 Due to the procedural error and the subsequent re-consultation period, the 

representations (including new and updated representations received during 

re-consultation) were made available to view for inspection from Wednesday 

21st October 2020 at its three principal Council offices in Magherafelt, 

Cookstown and Dungannon.  

 A document – Regulation 17 notice detailing the period within which counter 

representations could be made and an address to which they could be sent was 

also made available for inspection at the same time (appendix 34). 

 
17 -1 (c) Has the Council published the representations on its website? 
 

 A copy of representations and the Regulation 17 notice outlined above, were 
made available to view online on the Councils website from 14th June 2019 
(appendix 35).  

 Following re-consultation, all new and updated representations were published 
online along with the original representations on the Councils website from 21st 
October 2020 (appendix 36). 
 

 Representations can be found on our Council website. 
 
17 -1 (d) has the Council given notice in the Belfast Gazette and by local 
advertisement of the fact that representations are available for inspection and 
the places and times at which they can be inspected? 
 

 Yes, notice was provided within the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisement 
on the weeks commencing 10th & 17th June 2019, that the representations were 
available for inspection during normal office hours at its three principal offices 
in Magherafelt, Cookstown and Dungannon between 14th June 2019 and 9th 
August 2019 (appendix 37). 

 

 Following the re-consultation, notice was provided within the Belfast Gazette 
and by local advertisement on the weeks commencing 12th and 19th October 
2020, that the representations were available to view for inspection during the 
hours 9am – 5pm, Monday – Friday by appointment from Wednesday 21st 
October 2020 at the three principal Council offices in Magherafelt, Cookstown 
and Dungannon (appendix 38). 

 
17 – 1(e) 7 (f) Notified Consultation bodies of the fact that representations are 
available for inspection and the places and times they can be inspected?  
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Notified any person who has made (and not withdrawn) a representation in 
accordance with regulation 16(2) of those matters? 

 Yes, the Council notified consultation bodies on 11th June 2019, and any person 
who had made (and did not withdraw) a representation, of the fact that 
representations were available for inspection and the places and times at which 
they could be inspected (sample letter appendix 39).  

 

 Following re-consultation, the Council notified consultation bodies on 16th 
October 2020 and any person who had made (and did not withdraw) a 
representation, of the fact that representations were available for inspection and 
the places and times at which they could be inspected (sample letter appendix 
40). 

 
 

Public consultation on site specific policy representations 
18.—(1) Any person may make representations about a site specific policy 
representation (in regulations 17, 19 and this regulation referred to as “counter 
representations”). 
(2) Counter representations must be— 
(a) made within a period of 8 weeks starting on the day the council complies with 
regulation 17(1)(a), and 
(b) sent to the address specified in regulation 17(1)(a)(iii). 
(3) Counter representations must not propose any changes to the development plan 
document. 

 
Regulation 18 – Public Consultation on Site Specific Policy Representations 
Has the Council complied?  

 Yes. Public consultation on site-specific policy representations took place from 
during an 8 week consultation period (14th June 2019 until 5pm on 9th August 
2019).  
 

 Following the re-consultation period for representations, a further 8 week re-
consultation period was launched for site specific policy representations (22nd 
October 2020 until 5pm on 18th December 2020).  

 Counter representations received can be found on our Council website.  
 
 
 

Availability of representations on site specific policy representations 
19.—(1) As soon as reasonably practicable after the expiry of the period referred to 
in regulation 18(2)(a) the council must— 
(a) make a copy of the counter representations available for inspection during 
normal office hours at— 
(i) its principal offices, and 
(ii) such other places within the district of the council as the council considers 
appropriate; and 
(b) publish this information on its website. 
(2) The council need not comply with paragraph (1) if the counter representation is 
made after the period specified in regulation 18(2)(a). 

 



16 
 

Regulations 19 – Availability of representations on site specific representations 
Has the Council (as soon as practicable after the statutory 8 week consultation 
period):  

 Made a copy of the counter representations available for inspection at its 
principal offices and any other such places within the district deemed 
appropriate, 

 Published this information on its website? 
 

 A copy of counter representations were made available for inspection from 15th 
November 2019 at the Council’s three principal offices in Magherafelt, 
Cookstown and Dungannon between the hours of 9am – 5pm. They were also 
published on the Council’s website on the same date along with details of where 
and when hard copies could be inspected.  

 

 Following re-consultation, a copy of counter representations (including new 
counter representations received during re-consultation) were published on the 
Council’s website on the 04th January 2021. Hard copies of all counter 
representation had been placed in our three principal offices in Magherafelt, 
Cookstown and Dungannon. However, in light of Covid-19 restrictions, counter 
representations were not available for public inspection as our offices were 
closed at this time. When our offices reopened to the public, the counter 
representations were available for inspection. 
 

 

Submission of documents for independent examination 
20.—(1) Before a council submits a development plan document to the Department 
under section 10, it must consider representations made under regulation 16 and, 
as the case may be, regulation 18. 
(2) The documents prescribed for the purposes of section 10(3) are— 
(a) the report under section 8(6)(b) or, as the case may be, section 9(7)(b), 
(b) the statement of community involvement, 
(c) evidence that the council has complied with its statement of community 
involvement, 
(d) copies of the notices referred to in regulation 10(a)(iv), 15(a)(iv), and 17(1)(a)(iii), 
(e) the timetable, 
(f) a statement setting out— 
(i) a summary of the main issues raised in representations made in accordance with 
regulation 11(2), and 
(ii) how those main issues have been taken into account in the preparation of the 
development plan document; 
(g) a statement setting out— 
(i) if representations were made in accordance with regulation 16(2) or 18(2), the 
number of representations made and a summary of the main issues raised in those 
representations, or 
(ii) that no such representations were made; 
(h) copies of any representations made in accordance with regulation 16(2) or 18(2), 
and 
(i) such supporting documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant to the 
preparation 
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of the development plan document. 
(3) The council must also send to the Department— 
(a) where the development plan document is a plan strategy, a copy of that plan 
strategy, or 
(b) where the development plan document is a local policies plan— 
(i) a copy of that local policies plan, and 
(ii) a copy of the adopted plan strategy. 

 
Regulations 20 – Submission of documents for independent examination 
(1) Has the Council carefully considered all representations made under 
regulation 16 and regulation 18?  
 

 The Council has carefully considered all representations made under regulation 
16 and regulation 18 and that consideration is set out in the Draft Plan Strategy 
Consultation Report. 

 
(2) Has the Council submitted all specified documents? 
 

 Yes, all specified documents have been submitted.  
 
(3) Has the Council submitted a copy of the Draft Plan Strategy?  
 

 Yes, a copy of the Draft Plan Strategy is submitted to the Department as part 
of the submission documents.  

 The Draft Plan Strategy can be found on our Council website. 

 

Availability of submission documents 
21. As soon as reasonably practicable after a council submits a development plan 
document to 
the Department it must— 
(a) make the following documents available for inspection at the places referred to 
in 
paragraph (b) — 
(i) a copy of the development plan document, 
(ii) the documents specified in regulation 20(2), and 
(iii) such other documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant to the 
preparation 
of the development plan document; 
(b) the places referred to in paragraph (a) are— 
(i) the council’s principal offices, and 
(ii) such other places in the district of the council as the council considers 
appropriate; 
(c) notify the consultation bodies of the fact that the development plan document 
and the 
documents mentioned in paragraph (a) are available for inspection and the places 
and 
times at which they can be inspected; 
(d) notify any person who has made (and not withdrawn) a representation in 
accordance with 
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regulation 16(2) or 18(2) of those matters; 
(e) give notice in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisement of the fact that the 
development plan document has been submitted to the Department; and 
(f) publish the notice mentioned in paragraph (e) on its website.  
 

 
Regulation 21 – Availability of submission documents 
 

 As soon as reasonably practicable following submission of the Draft Plan 
Strategy to the Department, the Council will make all specified documents 
available as required. 
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Public Consultation Document/Notice 

Mid Ulster District Council Local Development Plan 2030

Draft Plan Strategy 

In accordance with Regulation 15 (a)(iv) of the Planning (Local Development Plan) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, Mid Ulster District Council hereby specifies that 

the consultation period for the Local Development Plan 2030 – Draft Plan Strategy will 

run for a period of 8 weeks commencing on 22nd February 2019 and ending at 

4.00pm on the 19th April 2019.

In accordance with Regulation 15 (v) of the Planning (Local Development Plan) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, Mid Ulster District Council hereby gives notice 

that representations should be sent to the following address:

Development Plan Team
Planning Department
Mid Ulster District Council
50 Ballyronan Road
Magherafelt
BT45 6EN

Or by email to:

DevelopmentPlan@midulstercouncil.org 
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