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1.0 Introduction
The purpose of this paper is to provide information on;

Landscape Character Assessment  (LCA) and its use as a tool for decision 
makers

The relevant regional planning policy framework to protect our landscapes.

A review of Local Landscape Character Areas for Mid Ulster including key 
intervening changes since 2000.

2.0 This paper builds upon work carried out as part of the MUDC ‘Landscape 
Assessment’ position paper (September 2015) and related position papers on 
‘Environmental Assets’ and ‘Rural Pressure Analysis’.(See 
http://www.midulstercouncil.org/Planning/Mid-Ulster-Development-
Plan/Development-Plan).

           
3.0 What is Landscape Character Assessment?

Landscape character assessment is the process of identifying and describing 
variation in character of the landscape. Landscape character assessment 
documents identify and explain the unique combination of elements and 
features that make landscapes distinctive by mapping and describing 
character types and areas. They also show how the landscape is perceived, 
experienced and valued by people.

4.0 What are Landscape Character Assessment’s used for?

Landscape character assessments can be used to inform a wide range of 
activities, such as:

planning policies and decisions 

sensitivity and capacity studies 

land management plans 

landscape and visual impact assessments 

local council studies

minerals constraints planning 

place making 

green infrastructure 

forest and woodland strategies 

waterways strategies 

renewable energy strategies

AONB and National Park management plans
             
             Policy Framework
5.0 European Landscape Convention (2000)

The requirement to carry out landscape character assessment is underpinned 
by the United Kingdom being a signatory to the European Landscape 
Convention (ELC). Article 6 of the ELC requires countries to identify their own 
landscapes, analyse their characteristics and the forces and pressures 
transforming them and take note of the changes. Landscape character 
assessment is the recognised tool used to meet these requirements. ELC



applies to all types of landscape whether considered outstanding, every day or 
degraded. The ELC advises that landscape is an area perceived by people 
whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and or 
human factors and it embraces all landscape types.

6.0 Northern Ireland Landscape Charter

Northern Ireland’s Landscape Charter, was launched by The Department of 
the Environment (DOE) in 2014. The Charter acknowledges that change in the 
landscape can be gradual or rapid, accelerated by new technologies and that 
understanding the landscape assets and the forces of change is key to making 
informed decisions. The Charter advises that the quality of decisions made by 
the new councils needs to be carefully considered in relation to their immediate 
impact upon the landscape and the impact for future generations. It can
accessed via the following link https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland%E2%80%99s-landscape-charter.

7.0 The Regional Development Strategy 2035 (RDS),
The RDS in the section on the Natural Environment, includes the heading 
“Recognise and promote the conservation of local identity and distinctive 
landscape character”. It defines landscape as “a distinct, recognisable and 
consistent pattern of elements, be it natural (soil, landform) and/or human (for 
example settlement and development) in the landscape that makes one 
landscape different from another, rather than better or worse”. It states that 
The NILCA 2000 provides valuable guidance on local landscape character 
and scenic quality (paragraph 3.31).

8.0 The Strategic Planning Policy Statement for Northern Ireland (SPPS)
2015
The SPPS places an emphasis on the protection of special landscapes from 
inappropriate development, overdevelopment and the need for councils to take 
into account Landscape Character Assessments. The SPPS advises; ‘In 
preparing Local Development Plans (LDPs) councils must take account of the 
Regional Development Strategy 2035, the Sustainable Development Strategy 
for Northern Ireland, the SPPS and any other policies or advice in guidance 
issued by the Department such as Landscape Character Assessments and 
conservation area design guides’ (paragraph 5.16).

9.0 In directing ‘other types of development’ in the countryside, beyond those 
which have Regional Strategic Policy specifically set out, the SPPS states that
‘some areas of the countryside exhibit exceptional landscapes, such as 
mountains, stretches of the coast or lough shores, and certain views or vistas, 
wherein the quality of the landscape and unique amenity value is such that 
development should only be permitted in exceptional circumstances. Where 
appropriate these areas should be designated as Special Countryside Areas
in LDPs, and appropriate policies brought forward to ensure their protection 
from unnecessary and inappropriate development. Local policies may also be 
brought forward to maintain the landscape quality and character of Areas of 
High Scenic Value’ (paragraph 6.75).



10.0 At paragraph 6.76 the SPPS states ‘The LDP process will play an important 
role for councils in identifying key features and assets of the countryside and 
balancing the needs of rural areas and communities with the protection of the 
environment. This should include an environmental assets appraisal and 
landscape assessment which will provide the evidence base for the purposes 
of bringing forward an appropriate policy approach to development in the 
countryside. This should take into account Landscape Character 
Assessments’.

Northern Ireland Landscape Character Assessment (NILCA) 2000
11.0 Northern Ireland is currently covered by the existing Landscape Character 

Assessment ‘NILCA 2000’. This consists of two parts: an overall General Report on
Northern Ireland Landscapes and 26 more detailed district reports (one for each 
legacy council). It divides the countryside into 130 different Landscape Character 
Areas, each with a distinctive character based upon pattern of geology, landform, land 
use, cultural and ecological features. Mid Ulster contains twenty-two such Landscape 
Character Areas, many of which are shared with neighbouring districts of Fermanagh
and Omagh, Derry and Strabane, Causeway Coast and Glens, Mid and East Antrim, 
Antrim and Newtownabbey and Armagh Banbridge and Craigavon.

12.0 The General Report addresses landscape character, diversity, key components and 
forces for change and includes strategic advice on how to tackle the effects of 
development and land use change. The subsidiary district reports comprise;

A description and classification of landscape character

An analysis of its condition and sensitivity to change

Principles for landscape management

Principles for accommodating development

Two Maps; an LCA map and a Landscape Analysis and Settlement Settings 
Map.

The Northern Ireland Regional Landscape Character Assessment (NIRLCA)
2016

13.0 This document has been developed to meet the commitments set out in 
Northern Ireland's Landscape Charters. It identifies broad patterns in the 
variation of landscape character across Northern Ireland, rationalising the 
number of Landscape Character Areas from 130 (as identified in NILCA 2000) 
to 26. Each one is described as an area with its own distinct character and 
sense of place. It states that it provides a ‘body of evidence which can be used, 
alongside the NILCA 2000 and other studies, to inform the development of
plans policies and strategies’ although anticipates that further work to update 
and eventually replace NILCA 2000 will be carried out. There are 8 Regional 
Landscape Character Areas relevant to Mid Ulster (See Map 1, Appendix 3);
1.Clogher Valley and Slieve Beagh
2.Omagh Basin
3.Sperrins
4.West Lough Neagh Drumlins
5.Carickmore Plateau and Pomeroy Hills
6.Southern Drumlin and Orchards
7.Lough Neagh Basin
8.Lower Bann Valley 



14.0 SPG Wind Energy Development in NI’s Landscapes (2010)
This comprehensive document accompanies Planning Policy Statement 18 
(PPS 18): Renewable Energy. It contains an assessment of each of the 130 
Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) as identified in NILCA 2000 by 
referencing the key landscape and visual characteristics and values of each 
LCA and acts as a guide for the development of individual wind turbines and 
wind farms within the landscape .The guidance highlights landscape character 
areas which may have the capacity to accommodate wind energy 
development without significant detrimental visual impact. It also advises 
against siting turbines within landscapes of regional and national importance.

15.0 PPS 21 Development in the Countryside
PPS 21 sets out planning policies for development in the countryside i.e. land 
lying outside of settlement limits as identified in development plans. It explains 
how development plans ‘play a key role in identifying the countryside assets of 
the region and balancing the needs of rural areas/communities with protection 
of the environment’. This is facilitated by the preparation of Countryside 
Assessments which normally include an Environmental Assets Appraisal, a 
Development Pressure Analysis, a Settlement Appraisal, and a Landscape 
Assessment. PPS 21 advises how this process helps inform potential 
environmental designations such as Special Countryside Areas, or Areas of 
High Scenic Value in forthcoming development plans.

          Review of existing local landscape Character Assessment 
            Background
16.0 Our landscapes are constantly evolving in response to human activity and the 

pace of change is more rapid than ever. Within Mid Ulster there has been 
substantial development since the publication of NILCA 2000. The more recent
NIRCLA (2016) recognises that ‘there has been a substantial phase of building 
and other development in both urban and rural areas of Northern Ireland since 
its publication, such as housing or renewable energy, which has affected the 
character of many of our landscapes’.             

17.0 The NIRLCA (2016) states that its purpose is to ‘provide an evidence base 
which can be used equally by planners, developers and the public’ and will 
enable ‘informed decisions concerning the planning, management and 
protection of Northern Ireland’s landscapes’ to be made. It also states that ‘It 
is intended that the strategic view supplied by the NIRLCA will be 
complemented by more detailed landscape character assessment at a local 
scale’. Given its strategic nature however, it is considered that the NIRCLA on 
its own is of limited practical use in terms of informing planning environmental
designations.

18.0 In clarifying its relationship with the NILCA 2000 document the NIRCLA report 
advises that ‘The purpose of the NIRLCA is not to replace, but to complement, 
the earlier NILCA 2000’ and that ‘Until the new local assessments are in place, 
the earlier Northern Ireland Landscape Character Assessment 2000 (NILCA), 
comprising 130 character areas, will continue to be applied’. It is therefore 
considered necessary to review NILCA 2000, in so far as it relates to Mid Ulster 



District, to ensure that it provides a suitable baseline for informing future 
planning policies and designations in the forthcoming Local Development Plan.

‘An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment’ (2014)
19.0 This document provides the most up to date published guidance on Landscape 

Character Assessment.  Paragraph 1.6 ‘Reviewing an updating an Existing 
Landscape Character Assessment’ advises on factors that need to be taken 
into account when deciding whether or not an existing landscape character 
assessment can be used for a particular task. This document has been taken 
into account as part of this review.

20.0 A key strength of NILCA 2000 is that it provides an independent, standardised 
view of local landscape patterns throughout the Northern Ireland countryside. 
It describes in great detail the landscape features and patterns that have 
evolved over thousands of years through both natural and human forces. 
Although approaching 20 years old, it is considered that the majority of the 
landscape descriptions, in so far as they relate to Mid Ulster, remain relevant
today. As stated in NILCA 2000 ‘landscape descriptions are the starting points 
for policies and guidelines for the future conservation, management and
restoration and enhancement of the landscape’. The key descriptors for each 
LCA relevant to Mid Ulster are listed in Table 2 (Appendix 1)

21.0 NILCA states that it is to be used as a ‘common point of reference’ to feed into 
and complement and supplement local planning policies. It has been 
successfully used in the past by the Department of Environment (DOE) to 
support and inform plan designations contained within area plans, such as 
Areas of High Scenic Value in the Magherafelt Area Plan (2015), and the 
Belfast Metropolitan Area Plan (2015).

22.0 NILCA was also a key source of information in the formulation of current 
Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) for Wind energy Development in 
Northern Irelands Landscapes (2010) to accompany PPS 18 Renewable 
Energy. This document, which was informed by significant stakeholder 
involvement, provides an important additional layer of information when 
considering existing landscape character. It ‘sets out the background to the 
Landscape Character Areas and Special landscapes of Northern Ireland’ and
contains an assessment of each of the 130 Landscape Character Areas 
(LCAs) as identified in NILCA 2000. Although expressed in terms of the criteria 
for assessing landscape sensitivity to wind energy development, each 
individual assessment provides valuable information on key landscape and 
visual characteristics and values of each LCA, thereby providing a more recent 
snapshot in time of our local landscape character (2010).

23.0 A key consideration when reviewing an existing landscape character 
assessment is the amount of landscape change that has taken place since its 
compilation and whether or not this change has been significant. This report
seeks to highlight key developments within our district since 2000 and 
suggests whether or not landscape character has been affected as a result, or 
likely to be affected if development trends continue over the forthcoming plan 



period. Where relevant, potential action points or policy implications are 
suggested.

24.0 Although NILCA 2000 provides a consistent approach across all council areas, 
it does have some limitations in terms of recognising cross border influences.
This aspect is picked up in greater detail in the more recent NIRLCA, where
cross-boundary continuity in character is highlighted, for example at ‘Clogher 
Valley and Slieve Beagh’ (RLCA 3) and ‘Southern Drumlin and Orchards’
(RLCA 13) which straddle the Tyrone-Monaghan borders (see map 1,
Appendix 3).

Ecosystem Services
25.0 The issue of ‘Ecosystem Services’, which has only achieved international 

recognition in recent years, is defined in the SPPS as ‘the processes by which 
the environment produces resources used by people that are often taken for 
guaranteed, such as clean air, water, food and materials.’ The Northern Ireland 
National Ecosystem Assessment (NI NEA) presented the first analysis of the 
benefits provided by Northern Ireland’s natural environment in 2011, and 
formed part of a UK wide project to assess the state of ecosystems, the goods 
and services they deliver and the value they provide to human well-being and 
the economy. The delivery of different services by different ecosystems is 
illustrated in Figure 1 below.

26.0 The management, maintenance and enhancement of ecosystem services are 
integral part of sustainable development. By relating delivery of ecosystem 
services to specific landscape character areas it is possible to clearly 
recognise the benefits derived from those areas. The NIRLCA 2016 contains 

Figure 1: Delivery of services by NI’s Ecosystems (reproduced from NEA Report)



valuable information on the different types of ecosystem services within each
of the 26 defined RLCA’s. This information, in addition to council position 
papers on topics such as Tourism, Employment and Flood Risk and data 
contained within the Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Interim Report (See www.midulstercouncil.org/Planning/Mid-
Ulster-Development-Plan ) help provide an up to date inventory of ecosystem 
services for Mid Ulster.

CORINE
27.0 Another important source of data in terms of landscape character is the Corine 

Database and associated document ‘Land Cover Atlas of the United Kingdom’
(2017). Corine means 'Coordination of Information on the Environment' and 
was an EU prototype project working on many different environmental issues.
Put simply, it is an inventory of European land cover for 391 local authority 
areas (including Mid Ulster) based on 2012 data. The types of land cover are
divided into 44 different classes, including categories like ‘pastures’ (75.55%
of Mid Ulster compared to 67.10% for NI ) ‘discontinuous urban fabric’ (1.73 
for Mid Ulster compared to 2.9 for NI) and ‘Peat Bogs’ (4.18% of Mid Ulster
compared to 4.4 of NI). The location and extent of different types of land cover 
within Mid Ulster in the context of local Landscape Character Areas is
illustrated in Appendix 3.

28.0 This information complements the NILCA (2010) and NIRLCA (2016)
documents and supports observations made in relation to our current local 
landscape character. Although no comparative data currently exists for Mid 
Ulster, it nonetheless provides a useful baseline for considering future 
landscape change in terms of land cover. Table 1 below shows an overall
comparison of land cover figures (in percentages) between Mid Ulster and 
Northern Ireland.

Table 1: Land cover for MUDC and NI.

Corine land cover  (2012) MUDC % of 
land

NI % of  
land

1 Pastures 75.55 67.10

2 Natural Grasslands 8.03 7.33

3 Moors and Heathland 3.00 4.5

4 Peat Bogs 4.18 4.4

5 Coniferous Forest 2.05 3.47

6 Discontinuous Urban Fabric 1.73 2.9

7 Non Irrigated arable land 0.18 2.75

8 Complex cultivation patterns 0.94 1.93

9 Transitional woodland-scrub 1.25 1.74

10 Land principally occupied by agriculture 1.4 1.23

11 Sport and leisure facilities 0.15 0.61

12 Broad Leaved Forest 0.61 0.51

13 Industrial or commercial units 0.2 0.39

14 Mineral Extraction sites 0.39 0.22

15 Continuous urban fabric - 0.2

16 Mixed forest - 0.2

17 Airports - 0.2



18 Beaches, dunes, sands - 0.11

19 Green Urban Areas - 0.06

20 Bare rocks - 0.05

21 Port Areas - 0.04

22 Dump sites - 0.03

23 Inland Marshes - 0.01

24 Road and rail networks & associated land - 0.0064

25 Sparsely vegetated areas - 0.0023

26 Construction sites - 0.0018
           Source: NERC Environmental Information Data Centre https://doi.org/10.5285/32533dd6-7c1b-43e1-b892-e80d61a5ea1d

Key Landscape Changes within the MUDC since 2000
29.0 All 22 LCA’s relevant to the Mid Ulster District Council area were reviewed and 

analysed to determine key development changes since the publication of 
NILCA in 2000. The findings are contained in Table 2 (Appendix 1). Although 
primarily focusing on the impact of one-off housing and wind energy 
development, it also takes into account the impact of other key indicators of 
landscape change such as the extent of quarrying operations, industrial 
operations, major roadworks and commercial forestry. A desk top analysis 
was initially carried out and later complemented by focused field survey work 
to help identify and confirm key changes within each LCA. 

30.0 Table 2 in Appendix 1 comprises 3 columns. The first column lists key
features, characteristics and values of each LCA. This is primarily informed by 
descriptions contained within NILCA 2000, but also by descriptions contained 
in the SPG for Wind energy Development in Northern Irelands Landscapes 
(2010) and NIRLCA (2016). The second column lists those key intervening 
changes which have been identified within each LCA since the year 2000. The 
third column suggests potential action points as a result of the identified 
changes. Each LCA table is accompanied by 4 maps (contained in Appendix 
3) as follows;

i) Aerial ortho-photography map of each LCA dated between 2003 
and 2006.

ii) Aerial ortho-photography map of each LCA dated between 2015 
and 2017.

iii) LCA base map illustrating single dwelling approvals (Full and 
Reserved Matter approvals) between March 2002 and March
2017.

iv) LCA base maps illustrating wind turbine and wind farm approvals 
between March 2002 to March 2017.

31.0 The start date for approvals shown on each map coincides with the earliest 
date of available statistics as sourced from the Department of Infrastructure 
(DFI) i.e. March 2002. Although grant of approval does not always translate
as development on the ground in term of residential approvals, it is estimated 
that between 90 and 95% will have been completed or started within 5 years 
of being granted1.

1 This is based on rural permissions and completions from a sample rural housing monitor carried out

in 2003, 2005 and 2006



32.0 ‘Quarry sites in Mid Ulster’ Map (Appendix 3) shows the location of quarry sites 
within the whole district (both extant and expired). In addition to the ortho-
photography maps these provide a useful indicator of landscape change over 
time. The ortho-photography has also been used to identify other changes
such as, the extent of commercial forestry cover, wood land areas, peatland 
areas, farmed and cultivated land and major transport infrastructure.  The 
CORINE database has also been used to support these findings. 

           Summary of Key changes 
33.0 Out of the 22 LCA’s relevant to Mid Ulster, it is considered that 11 have 

experienced key changes since 2000 (see Table 1, Appendix 1)A

34.0 Development pressure from single houses, reached its peak in 2005, prior to 
the publication of the more restrictive rural planning policy draft PPS 14
‘Sustainable Development in the Countryside’ and replacement of the 
‘Planning Strategy for Rural Northern Ireland’ (see MUDC Rural Pressure 
Analysis 2015) . On the ground there is particular evidence of this pressure in 
parts of Slievemore LCA, West Lough Neagh Shores LCA, Lough Neagh 
Peatland LCA and the north-eastern part of Dungannon Drumlin and Hills LCA.
Although the introduction of PPS 21 has significantly reduced the number of 
applications and approvals for single dwellings across the district, pressure still 
remains an issue in these areas.

35.0 Wind energy development is a relatively new force for change, particularly 
since the introduction of the more permissive policy contained within PPS 18 
Renewable Energy in August 2009. The number of applications received 
peaked in 2013 prior to the removal of the ROCS incentive scheme. As such, 
wind energy development is increasingly evident in many parts of the district
with Brougher Mountain, Glenshane Slopes, Slieve Gallion and Slievemore
LCA’s in particular experiencing substantial change in this regard. 

36.0 The construction and improvement of the existing road infrastructure has also 
been an important force for change within several LCA’s in the intervening 
period. Magherafelt Farmland and Lower Bann Valley LCA’s have seen the 
introduction of the recently completed A31 Magherafelt Bypass and the 
ongoing A6 Randalstown to Castledawson dualling scheme. The upgrading of 
the A4 Ballygawley Road has also been a major infrastructural development 
within Dungannon Drumlins and Hills LCA.

37.0 As can be seen from the Ortho Maps and the Map 2 (Appendix C)‘Quarry sites 
in Mid Ulster’, Carrickmore Hills LCA and the lower regions of Beaghmore 
Moors and Marsh continue to experience pressure from quarrying 
development. The removal of peat on a commercial scale and afforestation
also remains a force for change in areas such as Lower Bann Valley and
Beaghmore Moors and Marsh LCA’s respectively.

38.0 Landcover, Landscape Condition and sensitivity, and intervening 
changes within each LCA



A summary of landcover types, landscape condition, landscape sensitivity and
intervening changes for each LCA is listed below. This text should be read in 
conjunction with the tables, maps and photographs contained in Appendices 
1-4. 

LCA 16 Brougher Mountain
Landcover
Only the south eastern portion of this LCA falls within the district. The more elevated 
areas are characterised by moors and heathland, natural grassland and peat bogs 
with transition to farmland pastures and some pockets of transitional woodland scrub 
on the lower ground.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change.
The escarpment slopes and summits are particularly prominent and therefore sensitive 
to change. The topography, landform and wide visibility of this LCA ensures that it 
retains a high sensitivity to new development.

Intervening changes 
It is considered that this area has experienced substantial change in the form of new 
wind farm development. Lendrum (20 No. turbines ) and Hunters Hill (8 No Turbines) 
wind farms form a wind farm cluster which straddle the Mid Ulster and Fermanagh & 
Omagh District boundary. A further application for 9 No. Turbines (planning reference 
LA09/2015/0460/F) received approval in early 2018.The potential negative impact of 
similar development to Lendrum on the prominent slopes and summits of Brougher 
Mountain is highlighted in the NIRLCA where it states that ‘further wind farms would 
affect perception of this ridge line’. The character of the area has also been eroded 
in parts by neglect of traditional stone buildings and walls, boundary removal and 
piecemeal new housing. Peat cutting and drainage for agriculture or forestry have 
damaged blanket bog. There is also evidence of some land reclamation and 
agricultural intensification.

LCA 17 Clogher Valley
Landcover
This is primarily an area of pasture farmland surrounding the main settlements of 
Augher, Clogher and Fivemiletown.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change.
The landscape remains in good condition, with intact field boundaries and a high 
degree of unity and enclosure.

Intervening changes
Except for some localised impacts of ribbon development and expansion of existing 
industry, this area has experienced few intrusive developments. The upgrade of the 
A4 between Ballygawley and Augher is a noticeable change although this has not 
been on the same scale as the Dungannon to Ballygawley section. Although Clogher 
Valley is widely visible from surrounding uplands these views are generally long 
distance, for example from Brougher Mountain, Knockmany Hill and Slieve Beagh. 
The ‘intact field boundaries and high degree of unity and enclosure’ (NILCA 2000) help 
facilitate the integration of development without significant detriment to its overall 
character.



LCA 18 Slieve Beagh
Landcover
This area is characterised by blanket bog on the upper slopes and a combination of 
moors and heathland, natural grassland, transitional woodland scrub and pasture 
farmland elsewhere.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
Its open exposed character, with panoramic views, makes it quite sensitive to change.
The particular sensitivity of the area is highlighted in the NIRLCA which states that 
‘The Clogher Valley is defined by the uplands which surround it, and any development, 
including quarrying or afforestation, on these uplands is likely to affect the valley 
character’

Intervening changes
Part of this LCA which lies within Mid Ulster has seen very little landscape change
since 2000. The legacy of forestry and peat cutting and abandoned farms however 
remains evident. The area is largely defined by Slieve Beagh SAC/RAMSAR/ASSI, a
blanket bog of national and international importance. Its nature conservation and 
landscape importance was highlighted under planning refusal M/2006/1754/F for the 
‘Erection of 9 wind turbines with total tip height of towers and blade up to 112m’.

LCA 24 South Sperrins
Landcover
The eastern tip of this LCA falls within Mid Ulster and is characterised by moors and
heathlands and natural grassland, with pockets of peatbog, transitional woodland 
scrub and coniferous forest.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change.
Falling entirely within the boundaries of the Sperrins AONB it is generally of very high 
scenic quality. The whole area is therefore extremely sensitive to changes which would 
affect its unspoilt character and the transition from the secluded valley landscape 
pattern to that of the upland summits. Derelict cottages and farm buildings are 
commonplace in the marginal farmland landscapes.

Intervening changes
Apart from the introduction and removal of forestry in the upper valley reaches there 
has been minimal landscape change since 2000.

LCA 25 Beaghmore Moors and Marsh
Landcover
Approximately half of this LCA falls within the district, with the majority of it also falling 
within the Sperrins AONB. Natural grassland dominates the landscape cover although 
coniferous forest plantations (Davagh) are also a key feature. There is also a healthy 
combination of peatbog areas, transitional woodland scrub, moors and heathland and 
open pastures.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change.
The effects of farm abandonment remains evident in the form of derelict buildings, 
neglected field boundaries and pastures and other relict farmland landscape features, 



although this also contributes to the area’s wild character. Historically the whole LCA 
area has experienced pressure from quarrying activities, particularly along the 
Cookstown-Omagh Road (A505).

Intervening changes
Forested areas such as the extensive coniferous plantations at Davagh have had a
localised impact. The trend of quarrying and associated spoil heaps and scars, with 
minimal restoration, remains evident along its southern fringes and into Carrickmore 
Hills LCA. 

LCA 29 Sperrin Mountains
Landcover
The eastern portion of this LCA falls within Mid Ulster and falls entirely within the 
boundaries of the Sperrins AONB. Corine Landcover maps indicate that the majority 
of this area is characterised by either natural grassland or moors and heathland.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change.
This is an open, elevated and remote mountain landscape which remains extremely 
sensitive to change.  Even relatively small elements in the landscape, such as 
electricity pylons or single buildings, can have adverse impacts due to its wide visibility.

Intervening changes
Some new conifer plantations have detracted from the areas scenic quality although 
overall it has largely escaped man-made influences.

LCA 36 Binevenagh
Landcover
A small portion of this LCA falls within Mid Ulster, all of which falls within remote and 
inaccessible parts of the Sperrins AONB. Outside of the extensive Moydamlaght 
coniferous forest area, landcover is characterised by a combination of moors and 
heathland, natural grassland and transitional woodland scrub.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
The distinctive slope profiles of the escarpment summits are landmarks for miles 
around and any development or conifer planting in these areas would detract from 
their scenic quality. Mass planting or new built development could all have a 
detrimental impact on these highly visible slopes.

Intervening changes
Apart from new conifer plantations, this LCA has largely escaped man-made 
influences.

LCA 39 Glenshane Slopes
Landcover
The majority of this LCA falls within Mid Ulster and within the Sperrins AONB. It is 
characterised by a variety of landcover types, including natural grassland, moors and 
heathland, transitional woodland scrub and peatbogs, with general transition to more 
settled pastoral landscapes further east. 

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change



This open moorland landscape is extremely sensitive to change since even relatively 
small elements in the landscape, such as electricity pylons or a single building are 
visible over long distances. Any new buildings or infrastructure on the upper slopes 
would be extremely visually intrusive and would threaten its intrinsic qualities of wild 
remoteness and isolation. The ridgetops and summits are particularly sensitive, as are 
the slopes of Crockcor, which have striking historic field patterns.

Intervening changes
This LCA seen the introduction of 15 no. turbines (Brockaboy Windfarm - 3 no. falling 
within the Mid Ulster District Council Area, 12no. falling within Causeway Coast and 
Glens Distict Council Area.) This development can widely viewed from within Mid 
Ulster District affecting the overall perception of this dramatic moorland landscape 
(see photo 1 below).

Photo 1: View of Brockaboy wind farm from Drumbane Road travelling northwest from Swatragh (approximately 
5km away)

LCA 40 Upper Moyola Valley
Landcover
All of this LCA falls within the district and includes the settlements of Draperstown, 
Straw, Moneyneaney, Tobermore and Desertmartin. Outside of settlements the area 
is characterised mainly by grazing and arable farmland with pockets of broad leaved 
forest such as that at Derrynoyd. Towards the southern and western elevated fringes 
of the LCA there is general transition towards natural grassland.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
Most hedgerows and farmland landscape features are in good condition. Farmland on 
the edges of the moors is of poorer quality. The landscape becomes more sensitive 
where it falls within the eastern fringes of the Sperrins.

Intervening changes



Parts of this LCA, particularly lands west of Draperstown, continue to experience 
pressure from one off single dwellings.

LCA 41 Slieve Gallion
Landcover
All of this LCA falls within the district and almost entirely within the Sperrins AONB. In 
the more elevated areas landcover comprises a combination of natural grassland, 
transitional woodland scrub and moors and heathland, whereas a more pastoral
landscape characterises lands closer to Cookstown and Magherafelt. There are also 
pockets of mineral extraction sites and blocks of coniferous forest such as Iniscarn 
and Davagh. Lough Fea is also a key feature within this LCA.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
Landscape quality here is generally good, particularly on the southern and eastern 
slopes, but deteriorates in the western part of the LCA where quarrying and to a lesser 
extent forestry are intrusive and have damaged the landscape fabric. The summit and 
steep slopes of Slieve Gallion are extremely sensitive to change as they are prominent 
in views throughout the lowlands on the western shores of Lough Neagh. The existing 
conifer plantations on these slopes (particularly Iniscarn Forest) are highly visible and 
their blocky forms may detract from the sweeping character of the slopes.

Intervening changes
A key change within this LCA has been the introduction of 6 No. turbines as part of 
the Crockandun Wind Farm. There are many middle and long distance views of this 
development from the north, particularly along the Fivemilestraight between Glen and 
Moneyneaney, Lisnamuck Hill, and Draperstown to Desertmartin roads.

LCA 42 Cookstown Farmlands
Landcover
All of this LCA falls within the District. Outside of Cookstown and other smaller 
settlements, the LCA is characterised mainly by grazing land, interrupted only by 
pockets of broad-leaved forests. The extensive mineral extraction site (Ballyreagh)
south of Cookstown is a key feature in the local landscape.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
The landscape is in relatively good condition, although there is evidence of hedgerow 
removal in areas where agricultural operations are undertaken at a more intensive 
scale. The landscape is less vulnerable to change in areas where hedgerow trees and 
hedgerows are intact. The most sensitive parts of the landscape are the river corridors 
and their associated trees and woodlands, the historic designed landscapes and the 
river floodplains.

Intervening changes
Although there is some evidence of intrusive development near Cookstown and some 
sand and gravel extraction along main roads, this is not considered to be significant in 
the context of the LCA’s overall character.

LCA 43 Carrickmore Hills
Landcover



The eastern half of this LCA falls within the District which is primarily farmland but also 
contains a high proportion of peatbogs, moors and heathland and natural grassland. 
Mineral extraction sites are also a recurring feature in the landscape.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
This is mainly poor marginal farmland which has a rough character and is in relatively 
poor condition. Many field boundaries are incomplete and there are substantial areas 
of waste ground. Historically the area has experienced extensive sand and gravel 
quarrying and is pitted with quarry scars and spoil heaps.

Intervening changes
This area continues to experience extensive sand and gravel quarrying, containing 
almost a third of the total quarry sites within Mid Ulster (see Map 2, Appendix C). It 
has also experienced a high degree of pressure from wind energy development in the 
last 10 years, particularly single turbines. Some localised impacts are evident, for 
example at Evishanoran Mountain, where a similar trend in wind energy development 
may adversely affect the perception of this localised ridge (see photo 2 below)

Photo 2: View east from Loughdoo Road towards Evinashoran Mountain

LCA 44 Slievemore
Landcover
The eastern half of this LCA falls within the district. A combination of peatbogs, natural 
grassland, forest and transitional woodland scrub characterise the more elevated 
areas. Outside of these areas the landcover is typified by grazing or arable farmland.



Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
This is a marginal upland landscape where farmland features such as field boundaries 
are often neglected.

Intervening changes
Part of this LCA has been extensively developed for wind energy since 2000 i.e.
Slievedivenagh Wind Farm. Similar development on other exposed upland areas 
within this LCA may have detrimental effects on the character of the whole LCA. There 
are also some localised impacts of expanding rural industrial operations, including for 
example the area around Sandvik between Ballygawley and Cabragh (see photo 3
below) and in rural areas outside of Galbally and Cappagh.  Peat cutting, forestry and 
sand and gravel extraction have also affected landscape quality.

Photo 3: Sandvik engineering as viewed on approach from the north along Aghnagar Road.

LCA 45 Dungannon Drumlin and Hills
Landcover
All of this LCA falls within the district. Outside of the heavily settled northern portion 
this LCA is predominantly characterised by pastoral and arable farmland.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
This is generally a well maintained landscape in good condition. Away from the loughs, 
the undulating landform and relatively dense tree cover ensure that the landscape can 
accommodate some built development, as long as it is sensitively sited and associated 
with native planting.

Intervening changes
A key change in the local landscape has been the upgrade of A4 Key Transport Route, 
including associated slip roads and by-pass links between Dungannon and 
Ballygawley. These road improvements have the added effect of creating new vantage 
points bringing other existing infrastructure, such as electricity pylons, into clearer 



view.  Parts of this LCA have also experienced a high degree of pressure from one off 
dwellings, although this development has been largely absorbed without significant 
detriment to its overall landscape character. There are however, some signs of 
landscape change on the more settled north eastern part, for example in and around 
Coalisland/Dungannon/Edendork, where urban sprawl and coalescence has emerged 
as a potential threat.

LCA 46 Blackwater Valley
Landcover.
The northern part of this LCA falls within the district where the Blackwater River forms 
the district boundary. Outside of the settlements of Caledon and Dyan the area is 
mainly characterised by pastoral farmland. Extensive broadleaved forests at Caledon 
estate are also a key feature of this LCA.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
The landscape is in good condition with excellent examples of wetland and parkland 
which have both ecological and historical value. There are only limited views of this 
landscape from adjacent higher ground so small changes in the landscape would not 
necessarily be visible However, the small-scale enclosed character of the valley 
ensures that large scale or extensive development would be intrusive.

Intervening changes
There have been few intrusive man made influences in this unspoilt rural landscape.

LCA 47 Loughgall Orchard Belt
Landcover
A small, western portion of this LCA falls within the district. In comparison to the rest 
which falls within the Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon District this area contains  
few of the orchards which are its trademark feature. Outside of the settlements of  Moy, 
Killyman and Benburb, the landcover is mainly characterised by pastoral and arable 
farmland.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
The landscape condition is relatively good, with a well maintained hedgerow structure.
The majority of the area has a rolling landform and good tree cover and is therefore 
not particularly sensitive to change. The more open land on the lower slopes and low 
lying areas is the most sensitive.

Intervening changes
There have been few intrusive man made influences in this area in the intervening 
period.

LCA 48 West Lough Neagh Shores
Landcover
All of the LCA falls within the district and apart from forested areas along the fringes 
of Lough Neagh, the areas is characterised mainly by pastoral farmland.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change



Most farmland is in relatively good condition, and that on the drumlins is particularly
well managed. Views across a flat landscape are wide and open and the fringes of 
Lough Neagh are particularly sensitive to change.

Intervening changes
There are pockets of this LCA which have experienced a high degree of pressure from 
one-off dwellings. A combination of more relaxed rural planning policy, the better 
economic climate of the early 2000’s and a strong desire to reside in these areas has 
manifested itself in the form of a high concentration of dwellings in certain areas.
Although pressure for one off dwellings still exists today, this is in the context of a more 
restrictive rural policy PPS 21 Sustainable Development in the Countryside (2010). 

LCA 49 Magherafelt Farmland
Landcover
All of this LCA falls within the district. Outside of settlements and major roads 
infrastructure, the area is characterised by pastoral and arable farmland.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
The most sensitive landscapes within Magherafelt Farmland LCA are often relatively 
small in scale. The narrow stream corridors, small drumlins and local ridgetops are all 
important local features which would be extremely vulnerable to the impact of any form 
of development.

Intervening changes
A key change in the local landscape has been the completion of the A31 Magherafelt 
bypass, including associated slip roads and by-pass links. These road improvements 
have the added effect of creating new vantage points bringing other existing 
infrastructure, such as electricity pylons, into clearer view.

LCA 50 Moyola Floodplain
Landcover
All of this LCA falls within the district. Outside of settlements the land cover is 
predominantly pastoral and arable farmland. Peat bogs are also a key feature in the 
landscape.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
Some floodplain pastures are in good condition, others are partly derelict or 
undermanaged. The remote character of the floodplain landscape is vulnerable to the 
impact of inappropriate development, particularly if it forms a continuous ribbon along 
the edge of the floodplain. The wet woodlands and areas of lowland moss are of 
ecological value and are sensitive to changing patterns of drainage or pollution.

Intervening changes
There has been no key changes to the overall character of this landscape in the 
intervening period.

LCA 51 Garvagh Farmland
Landcover



The southern part of this LCA falls within the district. Outside of the ‘discontinued urban 
fabric’ of local settlements the land cover is predominantly one of pastoral and arable 
farmland, with occasional pockets of natural grassland and moors and heathland.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
Farmland on the drumlins is in good condition, particularly where drumlins are smaller 
although many hedgerows are not maintained.

Intervening changes
There has been some loss of landscape quality due to dispersed development and 
loss of field boundaries, but overall the character of this LCA has largely been 
unaffected in the intervening period.

LCA 52 Lower Bann Valley
Landcover
The majority of this LCA falls within the district. Outside of built up areas such as 
Creagh there are pockets of peat bog areas dotted throughout a mainly pastoral 
landscape, and also strips of natural grassland, particularly on low lying lands near 
lough Beg.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
The open floodplain landscape to the north of Lough Beg typically contains birch scrub, 
marshy grassland and heather, but much of the bog has been subjected to extensive 
peat cutting, contributing to the areas overall landscape character. Lough Neagh and 
Lough Beg are designated as ASSIs and as an SPA. Lough Neagh is also a Ramsar 
site in recognition of its importance for birds. The extensive wetland fringes of both 
loughs are particularly sensitive to change (see photo 4 below). Strong perceptual 
influences have also emerged in recent years of this area which is increasingly being 
referred to as ‘Heaney Country’. Seamus Heaney’s poetry was strongly influenced by 
his childhood experiences of this area, including the peat bogs which form the subject 
matter for some of his best-known works.

Intervening changes
Key changes in the local landscape include the completion of the A31 Magherafelt 
bypass and the ongoing A6 Randalstown to Castledawson dualling scheme, including 
associated slip roads and by-pass links. This new road infrastructure, has the added 
effect of creating new vantage points bringing other existing infrastructure, such as 
electricity pylons, into clearer view. Commercial peat extraction continues to be a force 
for change in the lower regions whilst sand and gravel extraction has also led to some 
erosion of local character along the Lough Shore, between Creagh and Toome. 



Photo 4: looking east towards Lough Beg and Church Island 

LCA 64 Lough Neagh Peatlands
Landcover
The western portion of this LCA falls within the district. Although primarily a pastoral 
landscape, the key feature of this LCA is the extensive area of peat bog, particularly 
on lower lying areas near Lough Neagh.

Landscape condition and sensitivity to change
Landscape condition remains generally good away from urban areas and transport 
corridors. Hedgerows are often neglected and some fields suffer from invasion by 
gorse and bramble, with areas of regenerating scrub. The wetland and shoreline 
landscapes on the edge of Lough Neagh are extremely sensitive and highly valued for 
their scenic quality and wildlife interest. They fall within the 'Lough Neagh Shores Area 
of Scenic Quality'. Extensive areas are designated as an ASSI and the area is part of 
the extensive Lough Neagh/Lough Beg Special Protection Area, which recognises its 
international significance as a habitat for breeding birds.

Intervening changes
Whilst the legacy of peat extraction in this area remains evident, the key force for 

change in recent years has been one-off dwellings.  Many areas, such as the Washing 

Bay Road and Aughamullan, have experienced a high degree of development 

pressure from one off single dwellings, expressed in the form of clusters and ribbons 

of development. There is also evidence that ongoing gas pipeline laying works is 

scarring the local landscape, although this is likely to be only temporary.



Conclusion
39.0 This report provides a background to Landscape Character Assessment, its 

use as a tool for decision makers and the relevant regional planning policy 
framework to protect our landscapes. The Landscape Character Areas (LCA’s)
of Mid Ulster (as defined in NILCA 2000) have been reviewed and key 
intervening changes within each LCA have been identified. It is evident that 
many parts of the district have seen a substantial phase of development since 
2000. This change has been primarily influenced by the growth of wind energy,
pressure for single dwellings in rural areas, the ongoing demand for mineral 
extraction, and to a lesser extent afforestation of uplands, the removal of peat 
on a commercial scale, and infrastructural upgrades.

40.0 Although many of these changes have had a substantial localised impact, it is 
considered that the overall character and inherent sensitivities of individual 
LCA’s, as defined in NILCA 2000, have not been significantly affected. There 
is a risk however, that certain landscapes may be significantly affected if 
certain types of development are allowed to continue, as facilitated under the 
current policy regime. Tailored policies and designations in our forthcoming 
LDP that protect our most vulnerable landscapes can help address this issue. 
It is considered that such polices and designations should primarily be
informed by NILCA 2000, NIRCLA 2016, the SPG on Wind Energy 
Development in NI landscapes, DAERA NIEA Map viewer, DfC Historic 
Environment Map Viewer and the CORINE database and associated 
document ‘Landcover of the UK’.
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Appendix 4 Landscape Character Area Photos

LCA 16 Brougher Mountain

View from A4  (within Dungannon Drumlin and Hills LCA ) towards Brougher 

Mountain LCA



View from within Brougher Mountain LCA

LCA 17 Clogher Valley

View across Clogher Valley LCA lowlands from Slieve Beagh LCA.



View from A4/Annagh Road southwards across Clogher Valley towards 

Brackenridge Monument near the boundary with Slieve Beagh LCA.

LCA 18 Slieve Beagh

View from Cooneen Road looking eastwards across Slieve Beagh LCA.



View from Old Monaghan Road looking westwards across Slieve Beagh LCA.

LCA 24 South Sperrin

View from Tully Brick road across Teal Lough SAC (which lies within Slieve Gallion 

LCA)  towards South Sperrins LCA.



View from Sixtowns Road looking west within South Sperrins LCA

LCA 25 Beaghmore Moors and Marsh

View from Davagh Road looking south across Beaghmore Moors and Marsh LCA



View of Beaghmore Stone Circle within Beaghmore Moors and Marsh LCA

LCA 29 Sperrin Mountains



View from Fivemilestraight towards Sperrin Mountains LCA

View from Moneyneaney Lane towards Sperrin Mountain LCA

LCA 36 Binevenagh



View from Fivemilestraight  towards Moydamlaght Forest and Binevenagh LCA.

View from Draperstown Road towards Binevanagh LCA.



LCA 39 Glenshane Slopes

View from Drumbane Road towards Brockaboy Wind Farm within Glenshane Slopes 

LCA

View from Slaughtneill Road looking west, within Glenshane Slopes LCA



LCA 40 Upper Moyola Valley

View from Fivemilestraight looking southwards across Upper Moyola Valley LCA

towards Slieve Gallion LCA.

View from Draperstown Road looking south across Upper Moyola Valley LCA  

towards Slieve Gallion LCA.



LCA 41 Slieve Gallion

View from Moneymore/ Magherafelt Road across Magherafelt Farmland LCA 

towards  Slieve Gallion LCA.

View from Brigh Road (north of Stewartstown), across  Dungannon Drumlins and 

Hills LCA and Cookstown farmlands LCA’s towards  Slieve Gallion LCA.



LCA 42 Cookstown Farmlands

View from within Cookstown Farmlands LCA

View from Tullyhogue Fort towards Cookstown Settlement



LCA 43 Carrickmore Hills

View from Loughbracken road (north of Pomeroy) looking westwards across 

Carrickmore Hills LCA.

View from Tulnacross Road looking northwards across Carrickmore Hills LCA.



LCA 44 Slievemore

View from Tullyvar Road (within Dungannon Drumlins and Hills LCA) towards 

Slievemore LCA.

View northwards from Cornamaddy Road across Slievemore LCA



LCA 45 Dungannon Drumlin and Hills

View of drumlin countryside within Dungannon Drumlin and Hills LCA

View of drumlin countryside within Dungannon Drumlin and Hills LCA



LCA 46 Blackwater Valley

View of Blackwater River  Valley at Caledon 

View from St Marys Church Carpark (Aughanacloy) overlooking Ravella Thistle 

Historic Garden Park and Demesne (HGPD).



LCA 47 Loughgall Orchard Belt

View of lands near Benburb Priarie within Loughgall Orchard Belt LCA.

View of ongoing gas pipeline laying works from Trewmount Road, within Loughall 

Orchard Belt LCA



LCA 48 West Lough Neagh Shores

View from Anneter Road looking eastwards

View from Mullan Road Towards Ballinderry settlement



18 LCA 49 Magherafelt Farmland

View from Tralee Road across Magherafelt Farmlands LCA towards the lough 

Neagh Shore LCA.

View from Loup Road, looking across Magherafelt Farmland LCA towards Slieve 

Gallion LCA.



19 LCA 50 Moyola Floodplain

View from Hillhead Road looking southeast towards Curran Bog SAC and ASSI.

View from Glenmaquill Road looking westwards.



20 LCA 51 Garvagh Farmland

View from Tirkane Road, looking north west across Garvagh Famland LCA towards 

Glenshane Slopes

View from Tirkane Road, looking south east across Garvagh Farmland LCA towards 

Moyola flood plain and Lower Bann Valley LCA’s



21 LCA 52 Lower Bann Valley

View of Church Island and marshy low lands at shore of Lough Beg

View of low lying lands at Moneyslaghan Bog



22 LCA 52 Lough Neagh Peatlands

View of peatbogs from Ferry Road within Lough Neagh Peatlands LCA

View of low lying marshy lands near the Lough Shore within Lough Neagh Peatlands 

LCA


