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Re: Mid Ulster Local Development Plan 2030 - Draft Plan Strategy 

DAERA welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Mid Ulster Local Development 
Plan 2030 - Draft Plan Strategy 

DAERA has considered the consultation document and our opinions are set out below. 
DAERA wish their representation to be heard by Oral Hearing. 

DAERA considers the plan to be Unsound for the following reasons: 
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l 
1. Policy SCA 1 Special Countryside Areas is unsound in respect to Soundness Test

C3 
V\lhy is it unsound? 
Consistency test C3 requires the Council to take account of policy and guidance issued 
by the Department. 
DAERA supports, in principle, the designation of SCAs within the Sperrins, Lough 

Neagh/Lough Beg and Slieve Beagh and we welcome the presumption against all new 

developments in these unique landscapes. However, we are concerned that the policy 

in relation to exceptions (and to Lough Neagh/Lough Beg SCA in relation to minor 

expansion of existing developments) does not refer to the impact on the natural 
heritage, including international designations on Carn-Glenshane pass Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC), Slieve Beagh SAC, Lough Neagh and Lough Beg Special 

Protection Area (SPA) and Slieve Beagh - Mullafad - Lisnaskea SPA, nor the legislative 

obligations regarding these designations under the Birds and Habitats Directive. This is 

contrary to guidance in the SPPS regarding the protection of international sites. 
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