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These action plans address the need for council to create a corporate approach to meeting equality duties and promoting positive attitudes towards disabled people and guides activities and policy to support this. The proposed actions aim to mitigate or remove barriers identified to ultimately improve both service provision and quality of life for our local communities and visitors. It will also support council to fulfil the duties set out in S75 of the NI Act, Race Relations Order, Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (as amended) and Section 49A and 49B of the Disability Discrimination (Northern Ireland) Order 2006
1E. Please provide details of the aims and/or objectives of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service.
1D. Please provide the official title (if any) of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service document or initiative relating to the category indicated in Section 1C above.

Developing a	Policy	Strategy	Plan

Adopting a	Policy	Strategy	Plan

Implementing a	Policy	Strategy	Plan

Revising a	Policy	Strategy	Plan Designing a Public Service
Delivering a Public Service


x











1C. Please indicate which category the activity specified in Section 1B above relates to.

Updated Equality and Disability Actions Plans 2026-2031 
1B. Please provide a short title which describes the activity being undertaken by the Public Authority that is subject to Section 1(1) of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016.
 
Mid Ulster District Council 
1A. Name of Public Authority.
SECTION 1 - Defining the activity subject to Section 1(1) of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016
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Reasons why a definition of ‘rural’ is not applicable.
Rationale for using alternative definition of ‘rural’.

Details of alternative definition of ‘rural’ used.

Population Settlements of less than 5,000 (Default definition). Other Definition (Provide details and the rationale below).
A definition of ‘rural’ is not applicable.


x
1F. What definition of ‘rural’ is the Public Authority using in respect of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service?




The action plans will impact on individuals from both rural and urban areas. The actions contained in both plans will aim to address current inequalities in both rural and urban areas.

Feedback from individuals living in both rural and urban areas will be considered as part of the overall consultation process.
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The on-line consultation may not support individuals in rural areas with poorer broadband. The option to provide comments in writing or by telephone may better support rural dwellers.

2C. If the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to impact on people in rural areas differently from people in urban areas, please explain how it is likely to impact on people in rural areas differently.
2B. Please explain how the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to impact on people in rural areas.

Yes	No	If the response is NO GO TO Section 2E.

X
2A. Is the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service likely to impact on people in rural areas?
SECTION 2 - Understanding the impact of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service
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N/A
2E. Please explain why the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is NOT likely to impact on people in rural areas.
If the response to Section 2A was YES GO TO Section 3A.

Rural Businesses Rural Tourism Rural Housing
Jobs or Employment in Rural Areas Education or Training in Rural Areas
Broadband or Mobile Communications in Rural Areas Transport Services or Infrastructure in Rural Areas Health or Social Care Services in Rural Areas
Poverty in Rural Areas Deprivation in Rural Areas
Rural Crime or Community Safety Rural Development
Agri-Environment

Other (Please state)
Positive impacts for Disability and Section 75 













2D. Please indicate which of the following rural policy areas the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to primarily impact on.
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The needs identified in Council strategies, published research from a variety of sources such as the equality commission, disability action etc, area have all been considered in relation to the actions included in both plans. Impacts will be further supported through consultation with the local community, representative groups, the local equality forum and regional disability representatives.
3C. Please provide details of the methods and information sources used to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas including relevant dates, names of organisations, titles of publications, website references, details of surveys or consultations undertaken etc.

Consultation with Rural Stakeholders	Published Statistics Consultation with Other Organisations	Research Papers Surveys or Questionnaires	Other Publications
Other Methods or Information Sources (include details in Question 3C below).
X



X

X
3B. Please indicate which of the following methods or information sources were used by the Public Authority to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas.

Yes	No	If the response is NO GO TO Section 3E.

X
3A. Has the Public Authority taken steps to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas that are relevant to the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service?
SECTION 3 - Identifying the Social and Economic Needs of Persons in Rural Areas
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3E. Please explain why no steps were taken by the Public Authority to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas?
If the response to Section 3A was YES GO TO Section 4A.

A public consultation is scheduled for the beginning of 2026.  Because generally rural dwellers have to travel longer distances to access services and attend events, online consultation options are being provided.
3D. Please provide details of the social and economic needs of people in rural areas which have been identified by the Public Authority?
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The impact of the proposed action plans will be determined via direct consultation. However, the viewpoints of individuals living in both rural and urban areas will be considered as part of the overall consultation process. However, during the development of the plans, they following specific considerations have been made as part of the action plans:
Information highlighted in the Council’s Age Friendly Strategy demonstrates that socially individuals in rural areas my feel more isolated, especially if there is a lack of regular reliable public transport and/or connectivity.
Also, there has been increased migration to rural areas so the composition of residents may have changed since the 2021 census. This may be of particular relevance to the additional social function provided by many council services or facilities. Therefore, ways to mitigate any presently unidentified impacts should be identified.

4A. Please provide details of the issues considered in relation to the social and economic needs of people in rural areas.
SECTION 4 - Considering the Social and Economic Needs of Persons in Rural Areas
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If the response to Section 5A was YES GO TO Section 6A.

These action plans have been influenced by the rural needs identified during the previous five years delivery of disability and equality action. As a result outreach efforts will be built into the delivery models of each action (where appropriate) to engage isolated individuals. 

The delivery of the actions will be monitored during the five year delivery timeframe to ensure any adverse impacts are identified early and mitigated against. 
5B. Please explain how the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the Policy, Strategy or Plan, or the design or delivery of the Public Service, has been influenced by the rural needs identified.

Yes	No	If the response is NO GO TO Section 5C.

x
5A. Has the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the Policy, Strategy or Plan, or the design or delivery of the Public Service, been influenced by the rural needs identified?
SECTION 5 - Influencing the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service
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Rural Needs Impact Assessment undertaken by:
Ann McAleer 
Position/Grade:
Policy Engagement and Equality Officer 
Division/Branch
Strategic Services 
Signature:
Held on file 
Date:
9 December 2025
Rural Needs Impact Assessment approved by:
Marissa Canavan 
Position/Grade:
Strategic Director 
Division/Branch:
OD and Strategic Services
Signature:
Held on file 
Date:
18 December 2025

I confirm that the RNIA Template will be retained and relevant information compiled.

X
6A. Please tick below to confirm that the RNIA Template will be retained by the Public Authority and relevant information on the Section 1 activity compiled in accordance with paragraph 6.7 of the guidance.
SECTION 6 - Documenting and Recording
N/A
5C. Please explain why the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the Policy, Strategy or Plan, or the design or the delivery of the Public Service, has NOT been influenced by the rural needs identified.
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