
MID ULSTER COUNCIL 
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2030 - DRAFT PLAN STRATEGY 

RESPONSE BY ULSTER UNIONIST GROUP IN MID ULSTER COUNCIL 

It is the UUP Group position is that the Draft Plan has been presented to Council before it was ready, rushed through with 

inadequate consultation with Members or initial consultation with the community in advance of a working draft being prepared for 

full consultation. The aim to have a draft plan of some type completed in the first term of the new Council has therefore led to the 

concerns of the local people not being fully considered. Both Unionist parties advised council that this strategy had not been fully 

debated by councillors and further advised that in their opinion to go ahead with public consultation was premature, and even that 

contained inherent omissions. Those wishing to ask questions about the Draft Strategy had the option of calling at Drop -in 

sessions at 12 different locations where planning staff will be available to answer those questions over a total of 60 hours. Not in 

Moneymore though, where the opinion of residents would seem to count for very little. 

Another anomaly concerns the information on page 11 of the Development Plan that until such times as the Local Policies Plan has 

been prepared the three existing (extant) Area Plans would remain in operation and in effect represent the Local Policies Plan until 

such times as it has been prepared. 

• At the December 2018 meeting of Mid Ulster District Council full backing was given to the need for an upgrade to the A29

protected route which meanders through the council district

• Councillors agreed that it is important for the future prosperity of Mid Ulster, to construct bypasses at Moneymore,

Cookstown and Dungannon

The omission of such an important infrastructural imperative has also driven a coach and horses through the much-stated vision of 
the Mid Ulster Community Plan. The upgrade of the A29 is the engine that will facilitate that vision. Provision of proper bypasses 
along the stated route are prerequisites to health and wellbeing by minimising pollution while sustaining our environment and 
heritage, leading to a thriving economy. This single infrastructural renovation is the kernel, the seed corn of the economic -

renaissance of the district. 
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